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REFERENCE has been made 


in Flight 

repeatedly during the last few months 
to the lamentable position in which 
Great Britain finds herself in the matter 
0 f ^ orld s aviation records . To the 
much graver issues at stake wc have 
hitherto refrained from referring, hoping 
that matters would mend without too 
much unwanted publicity. The general press, how- 
ever, lias now taken the matter up, and one of our 
s # r „ f foremost aircraft constructors has pub- 
‘ liclv referred to the present eclipse of 
British air supremacy, so that there no longer appears 
to be any good reason for reticence. Two daily 
papers in particular have made the subject prominent, 
although to some extent from different points of view. 
In the Daily Mail Mr. Ham 4 Harper has in a series of 
articles uttered words of warning concerning the 
fourth-rate position into which Great Britain has 
been allowed to drift from her pinnacle of leadership 
immediately after the War, The articles will doubtless 
220 be described by many as alarmist propaganda, yet 
who, having had experience of aerial warfare during 
the latter part of the War, 3 914-18, will doubt that 
when there is another war the air will pky a much 
greater part, and may even play a quick and decisive 
part. While we are not prepared to agree with 
Mr, Harper in all he sets forth, there is sufficient 
cause for serious alarm, and we think he and the 
Daily Mail deserve well of the community for a very 
timely warning, as it is only hv influencing public 
opinion that matters can be remedied. 

The aeronautical correspondent of the Morning 
Post , writing less on generalities and more on specific 
shortcomings, has, we think, stated the case briefly 
and clearly. The sum total of his arguments is 
that British aeroplanes, and particularly British 
fighting aeroplanes, are inferior in performance to the 
M opposite numbers fr of several other nations, and he 
very correctly points out that this lamentable fact, 
for it must be admitted to be a fact, unpleasant as ks 
the admission, is due not to any shortcomings on the 
part of British aircraft designers and constructors, 
but to the system in force whereby our designers are 
handicapped by official interference. 
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Finally, at the luncheon given by the directors of 
the Fairey Aviation Company to Wing-Commander 
Goble, on Friday of last week. Mr. Fairey referred tu 
the fact that after the War Great Britain was in a 
position of undoubted superiority as regards the air, 
and that at first this position was maintained and 
British prestige was strengthened by the now’ famous 
ilights made in 1919. He then traced briefly the 
decline of British air power, and although he referred 
to it as a temporary eclipse and said that we had 
been temporarily outnumbered and outshone, it was 
not difficult to gather that he regarded, as must all 
who have the welfare of the Empire at heart, the 
position as serious. The one redeeming feature, 
although an entirely gratuitous one as far as the 
present Air Ministry system is concerned, was, he 
said, that we still had the best pilots in the world. 
Incidentally Mr. Fairey pointed a way, indeed the 
only way, out of the mess in which we found ourselves 
aerially. He said that it was for the House of 
Commons and for the general public to insist that the 
present intolerable position was altered. 

In other words, until and unless the nation demands 
a change in policy we shall, if we are lucky, remain as 
we are. If we are not lucky wc shall progress back- 
wards. It will thus be seen that the feeling is now 
becoming general, and incidentally it is a feeling 
which has long been shared with those intimately 
in touch with aviation matters, that all is not well. 
As wc have said, we have hitherto refrained from 
doing more than referring to one side of the question, 
that of world's records, because we had hoped that 
the much more serious questions involved would be 
solved quietly and without a publicity that cannot 
well be calculated to increase British prestige abroad. 
Washing dirty linen in public is never a very satis- 
factory procedure, but presumably it is better washed 
in public than not washed at all. We had hoped that 
the Society of British Aircraft Constructors, by 
taking a firm and united stand, would have succeeded 
in making the authorities see where the present 
system has led us, and so have been able to find a 
remedy without informing the world that a remedy 
was ever required. That, however, does not appear 
to have been found possible, and the matter must 
therefore be taken further. 

As very clearly and correctly pointed out by the 
Aeronautical Correspondent of the Morning Post , the 
root of the trouble is the system at present in force 
whereby, for all practical purposes, the Air Ministry 
designs new types of machines. The Air Ministry 
does not actually, of course, do the designing, but by 
issuing certain specifications of performances required, 
equipment to be carried, load factors to be employed, 
and so forth narrows down the possibility of original 
thought to such restrk'h d limits that the scope for 
inspiration is non-existent and the machines resulting 
turn out uninteresting mediocrities. It would appear 
that not only is the original specification to blame, but 
even more so the equipment on which the sub-depart- 
ments insist. We wish it to be understood that we 
are not criticising individuals of the various Air 
Ministry technical departments, most of whom are, 
as a matter of fact, very capable and fair-minded, but 
the system in which machine equipment is carried 
out and tin - lack of a central co-ordinating body with 
powers to keep the sub-departments in their proper 
place. As it i>, every department insists that its own 
*' gadgets " must be fitted, and it is often found that 


to do so means fouling the " doohickies ” of another 
department which is equally insistent. Then the 
“ stress merchant ” has his say, and the load factors, 
by the time all the junk is mounted in the machine, 
result in a still heavier aeroplane, with, very naturally, 
an inferior performance. We are perfectly certain 
that one grave error made by the Air Ministry is the 
sacrifice of performance for superfluous equipment. 
One “ clean ” fighting aeroplane with one, or at most 
two, guns and with a superior performance, would be 
able to make light of an opponent loaded up with 
every conceivable piece of apparatus and equipment 
but slower by 15 miles per hour and with far inferior 
rate of climb and lower ceiling. Fortunately, there 
are signs that one or two constructors are rebelling 
at the position and have built, or are building, 
machines unblessed by the Air Ministry, but with a 
performance as good as, or better than, that of the 
machines of any other country in the world. That 
should help to convince the Air Ministry, but, as 
Mr. Fairey pointed out, the real remedy will not come 
until the general public realises the position and 
clamours for drastic measures. 

o <v 

lt . ,, Something of the difficulties confronting 

ma eurs ^ British aircraft designer, and the 
absence of blame attaching to him direct, will have 
been gathered from the foregoing. It is, therefore, 
with considerable surprise that we notice, in a recent 
issue of a contemporary, an article in which the 
author casts a wholly undeserved slur on British 
aircraft designers. The main subject of the article 
deals with engineers in the Royal Air Force, and with 
the suggestions there expressed we agree in the main. 
But then comes the following passage, which is 
astounding, to say the least : — 

"At the present stage of development nearly all 
aircraft design and aero-engine design is still so 
amazingly amateurish from the point of view of the 
trained engineer that infantry officers and watch- 
keeping naval officers who have served for eight or 
nine or ten years in the Flying Services probably 
know quite enough to compete with such engineering 
knowledge as is possessed by the so-called aero- 
nautical engineers of the aircraft industry — for, with 
a few notable exceptions, the aeronautical engineers 
themselves are only amateurs compared with me- 
chanical, civil and electrical engineers in other 
industries." 

Wc are entirely at a loss to understand the reasons 
which can have prompted such a slighting, totally 
misleading and inaccurate reference to the men who 
have, or had until, through no fault of theirs, it was 
lost, placed British aviation in the very forefront of 
aircraft development. To describe these men as 
" so-called aeronautical engineers," and aero engines 
such as the Napiers and Rolls-Royces, the Bristols 
and Siddeleys, which are the envy of the world, as 
" amazingly amateurish " is surely to do British 
aviation, and the British aircraft industry in particular, 
a great disservice, more especially at a time when, as 
we have indicated above, the question of Britain’s 
present position is being freely discussed in the press, 
and consequently being given a publicity abroad of 
which our competitors will not be slow to make capita 1 . 
We offer a strong protest against such wholesale and 
unmerited slander, and we can only assume that the 
writer has in this case let his love of telling phrases 
get the better of his judgment. 
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MANY CONGRATULATIONS, AIRSHIP” 


The short message of Sir Geoffrey Salmond to R.33 on the 
occasion of her " launch M from the airship shed at Cardington 
on Thursday, April 2, forms a fitting heading for the following 
brief notes dealing with the first steps in the resumption of 
practical airship work by Great Britain, Reference was 
made in Flight last week to the re- conditioning of K.33 
for research purposes* and the Bight from Carding ton to 
Pulliam was the first beginning of what, it is hoped, will be 


It had originally been intended that R,33 should leave her 
shed at Cardington on the morning of April I* but weather 
conditions prevented this from being carried out. Those in 
charge of operations very wisely refused to take arty risks, 
and, in view of the fact that the ship had to be brought out 
tail first, this was undoubtedly a wise precaution. It must 
be realised that with the wind blowing across the doors of 
a shed the operation of walking an airship out into the open 



A 44 close-up 1 1 of 
The nose of the 
R.33 and the top 

of the mooring 
mast. 




a strong policy of airship development, In itself there was, 
of course, nothing very startling in the fact that a rigid airship 
made a flight of a couple of hours or so. but as marking the 
re vi va] < d airs hip activity t h o fl i g h t was s i g n i fi ca nl . n or s h o u 1 d 
it be forgotten that, short as was this flight, it was con- 
siderably more meritorious than would appear on the surface. 
To begin with, those few airship pilots and engineers that 
remain to us after the cruel loss of R.3H had not had an 
opportunity of doing any ftving for over three years, while 
as regards man-handling on the ground the personnel was 
entirely unskilled. That, in spite of these handicaps, the 
R 33 lias been safely brought out of her shed at Cardington 
has flown to Pul ham and has there been safely moored to the 
mast is sufficient cause for congratulation, and wc think for 
that reason all Flight readers will join us in seconding 
Sir Geoffrey Salmond' s message, placed at the head of these 
notes. 


is a somewhat dim cult one, and that even a fairly light 
gust may very easily cause the airship to be blown against 
the doors or frames, with possibly considerable damage to 
the airship's structure On the morning of April 2 there 
was practically a ffat calm, and r party of men and girls 
numbering close upon 300 succeeded in walking the ship 
out of the shed. Once in the open the engines were started, 
but the ship was permitted to float away on the slight breeze 
and to rise to about 3 on ft. before the clutches were let in 
and the airship commenced to gather speed. It was about 
a quarter to sin when the order was given to man the handling 
lines, and at two minutes past six the airship had cleared 
the doors and was once more in its clement. 

In the control car, as the ship was walked out, was Flight- 
Lieutenant Irwin, who was c apt am of the airship, and with 
him w r as Flight-Lieutenant Johnstone as navigator. The 
only passengers carried were Group-Captain Fell owes. Director 



SAFELY MOORED’: R.33 at her mooring mast at the Pulham Airship Station. 

209 







April 9, 1925 



of Airship Development, and Mr. Wyn-Evans, Officer- in- 
Charge of Design and Construction. Major Scott, O dicer- in - 
Charge of Flying, and Flight- Lieu tenant Booth, First Officer, 
remained on the ground to direct operations until the ship 
was clear of the shed. They then boarded her and the order 
was given to let go. 

For about two hours the airship cruised around in the 
Cardington neighbourhood, and at eight o'clock she came in 
low over the aerodrome and sent the message : 41 Am pro- 
ceeding Pulliam, everything O.K." Received by Cardington, 
this message was conveyed to Air Vice Marshal Sir Geoffrey 
Sal mend, who had motored down to Cardington during the 
night so as to be present at the start, by Squadron-Leader 
Colmore and Lieut .-Colonel Richmond. The airship was 
soon lost to sight, and later it was learnt that she had arrived 
over Puiham air station, Norfolk, at 9.10 a m. She did not 
at once make for the mooring mast, but cruised around over 
the neighbourhood. By this time the wind had freshened, 
and the spectators were not entirely without uneasiness* 

It was nearly a quarter to eleven before the airship came in 
low and dropped her mooring cable, the end of which was 
secured to the cable from the masthead. The cables were 
then slowly wound in by two Maybach engines, and at J L30 

<s> <s> 


the airship was made fast to the masthead. The mooring 
mast problem has been to a very great extent solved by the 
method, devised, we believe, by Major Scott, of approaching 
the mast, dropping a cable from the hows, the gmund end ol 
the cable being made fast to the outer end of a cable laid 
along the ground from the mast, inside which it passes down 
to winches. To steady the airship when drawn fairly close 
to the mast two yaw guys are also dropped from the airship, 
the ground crew thereby being enabled to steady the nose 
of the ship against lateral swaying. On Thursday it looked 
for some little time as if the airship might overshoot the 
mast, which swayed rather alarmingly, and the mast crew 
came in fur favourable comment on the sangfroid with which 
the cone was secured to its socket on the mast arm, in 
view of their inexperience, the performance was a very 
creditable one. 

The R.33 will use Puiham as her base for the series of experi- 
mental test flights about to be undertaken. Reference was 
made to these last week, and it may be recollected that they 
are to ascertain the stresses to which the framework j& 
likely to be subjected during flight, so that the information 
tli us gained may be used in the design of the larger airships 
which are to be built during the next two years 

❖ ❖ 


ROYAL AIR FORCE CADETSHIPS 


The Air Ministry announces A competitive examination 
for not less than 35 cadetships at the Royal Air Force Cadet 
College, Cranwell, Lines, will commence on June 23 next 
The written examination will be held in London and certain 
other centres in the United Kingdom. Applications should 
be made to the Secretary, Civil Service Commission, Bur- 
lington Gardens, W. 1, and no form of entry will be accepted 
under any circumstances after April 23, It is to be noted 
that the age limits are now 17J and J9A years. 

Candidates selected for cadetships as a result of thin 
examination will go through a two years' course at the 
College, on satisfactory completion of which they will be 
granted permanent commissions in the General Duties Branch 
of the Royal Air Force, Full information as to the conditions 
of admission, examination, fees, and course of study at the 
College will be found in Air Publication 121, Regulations 
for admission to the Royal Air Force Cadet College, which 
can be obtained through any bookseller or direct from 
H.M. Stationery Ofhce, Adastral House, Kings way, W.C 2, 
price 1 s. net. 

This is the first competition to be held under a revised 
scheme of examination. Under this new scheme candidates 
other than those nominated by the Air i ourted and those 
who have failed at previous entrance examinations will be 
required to produce school certificate A or B, obtained by 
passing certain examinations. All candidates will be required 
to attend before an Interview Board at the Air Ministry. 

Candidates will be medically examined by the Central 
Medical Board of the Royal Air Force, It has been found in 
previous examinations that certain candidates have failed to 
attain the standard of fitness required owing it is thought, 
to their having neglected to take proper exercise while 
preparing for the educational examination, and it is therefore 
desired to direct the attention of candidates to the care of 
their health in this respect. Parents and guardians are 
strongly recommended, in order to lessen the chance of 
subsequent disappointment, to have their sons or wards 
examined previous to their becoming candidates for com- 
missions in the Royal Air Force, by a preliminary Royal Air 
Force Medical Board or by a private medical practitioner 

The fees at the Cadet College are £75 a year, and in addition 


a contribution of <£80 is required before proceeding to the 
College and one of £20 before the commencement of the 
third term to cover the expenses of uniform and books. 
Cadets receive pay at the rate of 5s. a day during their first 
year at the college, and at the rate of 10s, a day during their 
second year. In addition, an allowance of Is. a day will be 
made during college terms towards the cost of messing, 
washing, etc. On being granted commissions in tht Royal 
Air Force cadets receive the rank of pilot officer with total 
emoluments amounting at present to approximately *450 
a year, and after 18 months' service they arc eligible lor 
promotion to Hying officer with emoluments amounting at 
present to approximately £540 a year. These fates of 
emoluments are, however, liable to revision. As the unavoid- 
able expenses to which officers are put in the Royal Air Force 
are kept strictly within moderate limits, no candidate need 
be deterred from applying for a commission by the fact that 
he has no private income. 

Reduced fees are payable in certain circumstances for the 
sons of officers and men of the fighting services No contri- 
butions towards uniform, etc , are payable for King's Cadets 
or Prize Cadets ; the* former also pay no fees, the latter are 
received at the reduced fee of £20 a year. King's Cadetships 
may be granted to sons of officers who have died in action 
or in certain other circumstances ami have left their families 
financially reduced Prize Cadetships (of which two will be 
offered at the forthcoming; examination) are awarded to 
successful candidates, in order of merit at each examination. 
In addition, one ** Sir Charles Wakefield ** Scholarship of the 
value of £75. tenable for one year, will be ottered fur competi- 
tion at the forthcoming examination among candidates whose 
parents or guardians are in reduced circumstances 

Candidates sitting for cadetships at the Royal Air Force 
Cadet College may, at the same time, sit for cadetships 
at the military colleges, Woolwich and Sandhurst, and for 
cadetships in the Royal Navy* provided they fulfil the 
conditions laid down by the War Office and Admiralty 
respectively. They will be required to state their order 
of preference before the examination, and will be ottered their 
first, second or later choice, according to their success at the 
examination. 


<£<$><$><$> 


Portuguese Flight to Africa 

The Portuguese military airman, Capt Pinheiro, and 
Lieuts. S. de Silva and Manuel Gouvein, who left Lisbon for 
Portuguese Guinea on March 27 in a Breguet biplane, have 
arrived at Bulana, in that country. Further to our report 
last week in connection with the accident to another machine 
which was accompanying the airmen from Barearena, it is 
announced that one of the passengers, a Portuguese journalist, 
has since died as a result of injuries received. 

Civil Aviation in Czechoslovakia 

Under the auspices of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Public 
Works, a special committee has been formed representing the 
Government, the aircraft industry, transport companies, and 
the banks for the purpose of drafting a scheme for the pro- 


motion of an air navigation company in Czechoslovakia . A 
capita! of 10,000,000 kc. is proposed, some of which will be 
provided by the State in the form of aerodromes, wireless 
equipment, etc. 

Royal Air Force Flying Accident 

The Air Ministry regTcts to announce that as a result of 
an accident at Cater ham to a *' Snipe ** machine of No. 32 
Squadron, Kenley, on 25th instant. Pilot Officer Ian Malcolm 
Scott, the pilot of the aircraft, was killed, 

As a result of an accident at Quetta, India, to a Bristol 
Fighter of No. 28 Squadron, Quetta, on March 30, Flying 
Officer Thomas Donald Berridge, the pilot of the aircraft, 
was kitted and No. 831034 A.C.2 Alexander Bidmead was 
seriously injured. 
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LIGHT ’PLANE AND GLIDER 


NOTES 


Just as we go to press it is learned that the Aircraft Dis- 
posal Co.'s " Cirrus ” engine, described and illustrated in 
Flight of February 26. 1925, has passed its Air Ministry 
type tests. No detailed particulars are yet to hand, but we 
understand that the test was one of 100 hours’ duration, 
and that the 60 li,p. ” Cirrus " passed with flying colours. 
Not a single sparking plug had tr. be changed, so that it 
dues not appear that the absence of dual ignition is any 
great drawback A prolonged test run with the engine 
driving a propeller was also carried out in order to determine 
whether or not the rear cylinder was inclined to overheat. 
This was not found to be the case, and thus seems to dispose 
of the theory that four- cylinder in-line air-cooled engines 
are likely to give trouble owing to uneven cooling. We 
hope to be in a position to give the full test results in next 
week's issue of Fltght, Probably the next piece of news 
will be that the de Havilland " Moth ” has been granted an 
airworthiness certificate, and in that case some rather startling 
performances may be expected, calculated to demonstrate 
the reliability of the ” Cirrus-Moth combination. 


Apropos the " Moth.” this was taken by lorry to Croydon 
the other day to give demonstration flights, road transport 
having to be employed because the machine is not yet officially 
” blessed. " In unloading the machine a plank broke and the 
" Moth was dropped fairly heavily to the ground, sustaining 
a certain amount of damage. However this has now been 
repaired and the machine will probably soon be heard of 
again 

* * * 

lx France the general topic of conversation in aviation 
circles is the winning (or noth by Drouhin* of the Sol ex Prize 
for a flight from Paris to Rouen. It max be recollected that 
m Light Plane and Glider Notes on January 3, 1924, wc 
published brief particulars of the Sol ex Prize offered by the 

E 0 

LIGHT PLANE 

\VT shall be pleased to have reports regularly from Club 
Secretaries, or those directly connected with new Light ’Plane 
Chibs, so that by keeping our readers informed on this matter 
the whole movement may be helped forward to the benefit of 
the clubs and the popularising of r< that Air feeling,” 

Light 'Plane Clubs are being, or have been, formed at 
London. — Lieut. -Com. H. E. Perrin. Secretary, Koval Aero 
Club, 3. Clifford Street. W.L 

Birmingham.— Major Gilbert Dennison. Hon, Secretary, 
Midland Aero Club, Hands worth, Birmingham. 

Glasgow. — -J. Allison, Esq jnr . 219. St. Vincent Street* 
Lancashire*— C. J* Wood, Esq,, Secretary, Lancashire 
Aero Club, do A, V . Roe and Co,, Newton Heath, Manchester. 

Newcastle- on -Tyne, — -Alex. H, Bell, Esq., Hon. Sec., 
Newcastje-on-Tyne Light ’Plane Club County Hotel. 

Yorkshire,- — J* F. Barnes, Esq , Yorkshire \ emplane 
Club, 39, Swan :Vreade, Bradford 

We have received the following reports on the progress being 
made 

Lancashire Aero Club*- The Special Committee who 
were appointed to deal with the Air Ministry questionnaire 
have now returned this completed : thev have also forwarded 
an estimate of income and expenses, A copy of the form, 
etc,, as returned to the Air Ministry*, may be seen on the notice 
board at the Club’s headquarters. 

E E 

An Inner Circle ” Airway 

Imperial Airways will operate a novel air service this 
summer. This will be known as the Aerial Inner Circle, and 
will consist of a daily service from London to London via 
Paris, Cologne and Amsterdam* The return journey will 
be made via Amsterdam, Cologne and Paris ! It is expected 
that the journey, in either direction* will take 12 hours. 

Air Raids on Indian Frontier 

A message from Simla states that the intensive bombing 
operations carried out on the North-West Frontier by three 
squadrons of the Air Force during the last three weeks from 


manufacturers of the Sol ex carburettor for a flight from 
Paris to Rouen using only one kilogramme of fuel and oil I i 
the prize was not won by April 1, 1925, it was to go to the 
pilot who first covered the distance, pro\ iding the consump- 
tion did not exceed 3 kgs of fuel and oil 

* * * 

There were probably few who seriously believed that the 
flight was possible on the 2-2 lbs of fuel, and as we said at 
the time, the second clause in the regulations practically 
nullified the main conditions. The distance from Paris to 
Rouen is roughly 90 kilometres (56 miles ) and it was covered 
by Drouhin on a Farman light monoplane with three-cylinder 
radial Sulmson engine in 3 hour 20 minutes, The actual 
fuel consumption was found to be so nearly the 3 kgs* per- 
mitted that it will be for the Lahoratoirc des Arts et Metiers 
to say whether or not Drouhin has. in fact, won the prize. 
The general opinion is that he has just managed to do so 

* * * 

The flight from Paris to Rpifen started from a small field 
belonging to the Lorraine-Diet rich Co., and situated behind 
their works at Argenteuil There was a strong following 
wind, and Drouhin flew low. He stated afterwards that he 
experienced considerable up-currcnts, which repeatedly 
raised him from about 100 metres to roughly 300 metres. 
By thus gaining height and potential energy he was able to 
throttle his engine well back, and at no time, he stated, was 
he taking more than S or 10 h.p. from it. The actual con- 
sumption is stated to have been somewhere in the neighbour- 
hood of 4 litres JO -88 gallons). If this figure is correct the 
consumption works out at roughly 631 miles per gallon, 
which is certainly not impossible. Thus the single-seaters at 
Lvmpne in 1923 did as much as B1 \ miles per gallon, measured 
over a triangular course where a head wind was encountered 
over parts of the course. The Paris- Ruuen flight was, wc 
gather, made with a strung following wind 

E E 

CLUB DOINGS 

The headquarters at the Nag s Head Hotel is now estab- 
lished, Members are making it a. custom to take lunch there 
whenever possible ; on Tuesdays and Fridays there are usually 
about fifteen or twentv members having hmch. The Head- 
quarters Committee wish to point out that the Club-room is 
open ever}* day. and every evening, except Tuesday; when 
it is reserved for committee meetings. The flying and 
motoring papers are taken, and meals are served in the 
private dining-room reserved for members and friends. 
Members are finding the headquarters a convenient meeting 
place, and it is a help for those who do not know many of the 
members to get in touch* 

The L-P-W glider is to be brought an Saturday. March 28, 
to the new workshop at pidsbury. Broad bents Garage. 
Members are advised, to see the notice board, where it will be 
stated on what nights work on this machine will be carried cm. 

The 504 K Avro biplane with 80 Renault engine, has been 
despatched from Aintrnv and will be delivered any day. 

On Wednesday, March 25 r the Chairman entertained the 
last rear's committee to dinner at the Manchester, Ltd,, 
Restaurant. The following were present ; Messrs, A, 
Ainsworth, Mark Lacayo* LI F* Dyson. D, Saif house, Rex 
Williams, C. Wood (the secretary! and John Teeming (chair- 
man!* Mr. T. Prince was unfortunately unable to be present, 
but sent a wire from Seal and aerodrome explaining he had 
been detained, 

H E 

Tank have been most successful. In addition to the return 
of two captured Hindus certain tribes have paid up their 
lines. The Abdurrahman Khel, who are more inaccessible 
owing to their living in caves, have still not completely 
complied with the Government s terms; therefore operations 
are continuing 

Oslo- Copenhagen Air Service 

From May 1 the daily aerial mail passenger route will be 
opened between Oslo and Copenhagen t via Gothenburg, 
bringing Norway and Southern Sweden in direct connection 
with the Continental air routes. 

t 
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THREE “ SAV01A ” SEAPLANES 


One of the best- known, and perhaps the most active, of the 
Italian aviation concerns is the Society Xdrovol&nti Alta 
Italia (Sri-Ari), which has its works at Sesto Caiende and 
offices in Milan. During the War the original Savoia com- 
pany was responsible for an enormous output of aircraft and 
components. Since then the Sri. A. I. has produced a number 
of successful and interesting machines, mainly of the flying 
boat type. 

These machines cover a wide range, as regards their sphere 
of usefulness, as may be gathered from the following list of 


boat, fitted with two 200 h.p, S.P.A. engines — a modern 
version of the S.23. S.55, Twin-engined Twin-hull Torpedo 

and Mine-laying flying boat, fitted with two 400 h.p, Lorraine- 
Dietrich engines. S.5G* Training Tractor flying boat, fitted 
wi th an 80 h . p . Le K h one engi n e . S . 57 , F a st R econ n ai ssan c. e 
flying boat, fitted with a 300 h.p. Hispano-Suiaa engine. 
5.58, Single-seater Fighter flying boat, fitted with a 300 h.p, 
Hispano-Suiza engine. 

It is not our intention to give a description of each of these 
machines, but we give this week some brief particulars. 



Three-quarter front view of the Savoia S.lbter* a horn hi ng and reconnaissance flying boat fitted with fa 

400 h.p, Lorraine-Dietrich engine. 


the principal types that have been produced. Srifiter (a 
modern version of the original Sri 6 model), Bombing and 
Reconnaissance flying boat fitted with a 400 h.p. Lorraine- 
Dietrich engine. S.23, School or Sporting flying boat, 
fitted with a 160 h.p, Isotta engine and dual control. 
S.24, Twin-engined Bombing flying boat fitted with two 
300 h.p. Fiat A.D.C, engines in tandem. S,51, High-speed 
sesquiplan flying boat, fitted with a 300 h.p, Hi span o- 
Suiza engine — it was this machine that, piloted by Passaleva, 
finished second in the 1922 Schneider Cup race* at Naples. 
S,52 r Tractor -fuselage Fighter biplane (land), fitted with a 
300 h.p. Hispano Suiza. S,53, Twin-engined Bombing flying 


together with illustrations of three representative types, viz., 
the SriBter, the S.55 and the S,57. Perhaps the most 
interesting of these three is the S,55, so we will deal with this 
first. 

As may be seen from the accompanying illustrations, the 
general design of the S.55 is decidedly original, but it is one, 
nevertheless, posessing several features that render the 
machine a sound practical proposition for the job for which it 
was intended, i>u. torpedo launching and mine laying. It is a 
thick- section cantilever monoplane, having twin boatlike 
hulls (“ bat-boat >J type) carrying the centre-section of # the 
wings and forming one unit with the latter. Above the 



Side view of the Savoia S37 fast reconnaissance flying boat fitted with a 300 h.p, Hlspano-Suiza engine, 
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SPAN 50-6" 

LENGTH. . ,34- 2 " 
CHORD 7-4^6-Q' 

WING AREA 645 6 Sq Ft. 


5AVOIA SJ6- 

BOMBING FLYING BOAT 

400 HP LORRAINE' DIETRICH 
ENGINE 


SPAN 36-10^6-33 

LENGTH 30*- O" 

CHORD 6'-C* A 5 

WING AREA 387 * 3 S H Ft. 


SPAN 78-9 

LENGTH. . . . .52' -6" 
MAX. CHORD, .16* '6" 
WING AREA LOCO 7 Sq.ft 



Rl 






THREE SAVOIA SE API, AXES : General arrangement drawings of the S. 16 ter, the S57 and the S.55 
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Three-quarter front view of the Savoia S.55 torpedo and mine-laying mono-seaplane with twin boats and 

tandem engines (400 tup. Lorraine-Dietrich). 


centre section is mounted, by a system of M- Struts, a stream- 
lined nacelle containing the two 400 h.p, Lorraine -Dietrich 
engines, arranged in tandem, the front one driving a tractor 
screw and the rear one a pusher screw. It will be observed 
tliat the engine nacelle is inclined so that the line of thrust 
of the engines is some 8 deg. out of the horizontal, and a slight 
upward pull or push is exerted. No doubt this is done in 
order to direct the slipstream on to the tail- — the engines, 
necessarily, being fairly high in this machine. Cooling of the 
engines is effected by a radiator mounted in the nose of the 
nacelle. 

The pilot's cockpit is located in the leading edge of the 
centre section, the wing at this point having a maximum 
depth of about 3 ft. Underneath in the middle of the centre 
section is mounted the torpedo, or mine-laying gear, there 
being a clear space of about 8 ft. between the two hulls for this 
purpose. The span of the centre section is 19 ft. 4 ins. r and the 
chord at this point is 16 ft. 6 ins. 

The outer wing sections, which have a pronounced dihedral 
angle, taper sliarply from root to tip, both as regard chord and 
thickness — the chord and thickness at the tip being 9 ft. 9 ins. 
and 8 ins. respectively. The leading edge sweeps back 
some 15 , while the trailing edge is only slightly inclined. 
Balanced ailerons of the inclined axis type are employed for 
lateral control. 

The tail surfaces are carried by two pairs of V-ou triggers 
from the centre section and the hulls. The top beam of each 
\ is attached to the upper surface of the centre section, 
near the rear main spar, while the lower beam is attached to 
the stem-post of the hull. The two Vs are cross-braced, 
and in addition each has a vertical strut at its forward and 
rear ends. Mounted on the top of the Jmrizontal stabilising 


surface — which is of rectangular plan form, of 97 sq. ft. 
area are three triangular vertical fins, to the trailing edges 
of which are hinged balanced rudders. 

As regards the two hulls or boats, which are spaced about 
13 ft, apart, these are a little over half the total length of 
the machine- being, in fact, about 30 ft. 6 ins. long, and 
having a beam of 5 ft. 3 ins. They are of the single-step 
V- bottom type, and are so constructed that if desired they 
can be formed into cabins, accommodating 12 passengers, 
for commercial work. A gunner's cockpit is provided in 
the stern of each of the hulls, from which a very good range 
of action is obtained. 

An important feature of the 3,55 is that it is very easily 
dismantled for transport — the wings being in three detachable 
sections, each of the hulls can be detached from the centre 
section, while, of course, the tail unit is easily dismantled. 
The engines may readily be inspected, even during flight, 
and one is sufficient to maintain the machine in the air. 

The main characteristics of the S.55 are as follows 


Span 
Chord 
O.a. length 
Height 
Wing area 
Weight empty 
Weight loaded 
Weight /sq. ft. 
Weight /h.p. 

Speed range 
Climb to 3,000 ft. 
Climb to 16,000 ft. 

Kange of action . . 


78 ft. 9 ins. 

16 ft. 6 ins. to 9 ft, 9 ins, 
52 ft. 6 ins. 

16 ft. 6 ins, 

1 ,000 '7 sq. ft. 

8, 158 -5 lbs. 

12,568 5 lbs. 

12 5 Lbs. 

15-7 lbs. 

56 to 130 m p .h. 

3 mins. 

60 mins. 

5 to 10 hours 


X 


: 


The Savoia S,55 
twin- boa t tn ono- 
seaplane in flight, 
launching its 
torpedo. 



i 

t 

x 
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Turning now to the other two machines, these are both* 
generally speaking, of the familiar Savoia flying boat type, 
differing in design according to the requirements of the duties 
imposed on each. The $*16ter, which we will deal with 
next, is a modern version of a comparatively old and successful 
Savoia flying boat. Among the most recent successes of 
this type may be mentioned the flight across Europe and 
over the Alps, made by a section of three flying boats of the 
Italian Military Air Force, and which returned to Italy 
without having had any trouble* in spite of the bad weather 
encountered at the time (July, 1924) ; and also the world's 
height record for flying boats with 500 kgs. (1,102,5 lbs.) 
made on August 25, 1924, by Centurone with an altitude 
of 4,597 rn. (15,078 ft.). The new S. 16 model, besides the 
improved characteristics in flight and in water, is also pro- 
vided with wireless equipment, camera, machine-gun mounting, 
bomb racks and all latest installations. The most important 
modification, however, is the fitting of the 400 h*p* Lorraine- 
1 Jictricb engine, which considerably improves t lie take- oft and 
the manoeuvring abilities. It is primarily intended for 
bombing and reconnaissance work. 

As may be seen from the illustrations, the S.lflter is an 
orthodox biplane flying boat, with equal span wings, having 
four- bay bracing (excluding the small centre section carrying 
the engine). The lower plane, which is about 8 ins less in 
chord than the top one, is set at a dihedral angle* and is 
provided with wing tip floats. 

The hull is of the single-step type, with concave bottom 
and a sharply tapering stern. It is provided with two 
cockpits in the bows, the pilot’s just forward of the main 
planes and the gunner's immediate]}" in front of this and 
fitted with a machine-gun ring, 

Tbr 400 h.p. Lorrahie-Thetrich engine, driving a pusher 
air screw, is mounted in a partly enclosed nacelle, with 
nose radiator, supported above the hull by two pairs of 
X-struts* In other respects this machine follows usual 
practice. 

The principal characteristics of the S.IGter arc : — 

Span * * * * * . . . 50 ft 6 ins. 

Chord . . , . * . 7 ft. 4 ins* (lop), 6 ft. 

(bottom) . 

Overall length * * « . ..,34 ft* 2 ins* 

Wing area ** , . ,* . . 645*6 sq. ft. 


Weight empty * . , * * , 8,682 ■ 5 lbs, 

lt loaded . . ** 5,667 lbs. 

,, per square foot *.* . . 8*75 lbs. 

ft per horse-power . . 14 libs. 

Speed range 56- 118 m.p.h. 

Climb to 3,000 ft. * * * . * . 3 mins. 30 secs 

tw to 16,000 ft, * * . . 55 mins* 

Range of action * * * * , , 4-6 hrs. 

The Savoia S.57bis is a high-speed reconnaissance two- 
seater flying boat, and differs from the previous machine 
(5.16ter) not only as regards size, but in the general design, 
although in most respects it follows usual Savoia practice 
It is a pusher biplane of the two-bay type, and the top plane, 
which is + ' straight,” is very slightly larger in span and chord 
than the lower plane. The latter is set at a dihedral angle 
and is provided with wing- tip floats. The single pair oi 
interplane struts on each side is inclined slightly outwards, 
so that the overhang of upper and lower planes is about the 
same. In balanced aileron* are fitted to the top planes 
only* 

The 300 h.p. Hispanu- Suiza engine is mounted in a senu- 
enclosed nacelle, as on the S.lBter The tail surfaces include 
a raked, rectangular, stabilising surface with divided but 
unbalanced elevators* and a triangular, vertical fin and 
unbalanced rudder. 

As regards the hull* this is very much the same as that or 
the S.IGter, the pilot's and gunner’s cockpits being arranged in 
tandem well forward of the main planes. 

The principal characteristics of the S*57bis are : — - 

Span . * . * , . . * 36 ft* 10 ins, (top), and 

33 ft, 9 ins. (bottom i. 

Chord . * . , , . . . 6 ft. (top) and 5 ft. 

[bottom) . 

Overall length * * * * , , 30 ft 

Wing area . * . * . , . . 387*3 sq. ft. 

Weight empty . . , . * . 2,315*25 lbs. 

loaded . * *. ,. 1,212*7511*5* 

per square foot . . * * 9 lbs. 

per horse- power . . 11 *3 lbs. 

Speed range . . * , , . 59-145 m p h. 

Climb to 3,00b it. . . . . * * 2 min>. 55 secs, 

to 16,000 ft. * . , , 48 mins 

Range of action * * * * 5 hrs. 


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR AERIAL NAVIGATION 


give fuller particulars next week. Sixteen of the 26 stares 
which signed the Convention of 1919 wen.* represented, and 
the president on this occasion was Sir Sc ft on Brancker. 

The principal decisions announced included the following : 

To approve of the application for a derogation from 
Article 5 of the convention made bv the Polish Government. 

To adopt a further chapter ul the regulations concerning 
the minimum requirements for airworthiness certificates. 

To hasten the revision of the meteorological annex to the 
convention. 

To continue the unification of terms and symbols used in 
aeronautical technics. 

To confirm the exclusion of women from any employment 
in the operating crew of aircraft engaged in public transport 

To modify in the near future the regulations relating to air 
traffic . 

To continue the study of various questions, particularly 
(1) that of the composition of the operating crew on board 
aircraft : (2) that of the maintenance of the airworthiness 

of aircraft ; and (3) that of the unification of the character- 
istics required in respect of materials used in aeronautical 
construction. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the delegates, as guests 
of the Government and Air Ministry, paid a visit to the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment at Earn borough, where non -stalling 
aeroplanes were seen. 


The International Commission lor Aerial Navigation opened 
its eighth session on April 3 in London* at the Industrial 
Court, for the purpose of considering a number of conclusions 
presented by the various sub-commissions. Representa- 
tives of about nine countries were present, including Belgium* 
France, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Poland* Bulgaria, the Kingdom 
ol Groatus. Serbs and Yugo-Slavs, and Japan. The proceed- 
ings were conducted in private* and a formal welcome was 
accorded the Commission by the Prime Minister. Sir Sefton 
Brancker was in the chair, and the British delegation present 
included Capt. Goodman Crouch (Technical Sub-Commission), 
Gp.-Capt. Bland y (Wireless Telegraphy)* and Mr. R. L. 
Megarry (Legal Sub- Commissi on) . The principal problems 
discussed included the standards of airworthiness, the uni- 
fication of maps, etc. 

All the delegates were the guests of the Fairey Aviation 
Co* at the lunch to Wing-Comdr. Goble {reported elsewhere 
in this issue) held that afternoon* and in the evening they 
attended a dinner given by the Government at Lancaster 
House, on which occasion 22 countries were represented. 
Sir Philip Sassoon. Under- Secretary for Air, presided. The 
following day the session was resumed* again in private* 

On Monday* April 6, the closing meeting of the session was 
held in public, and the conclusions reached during the session 
were announced* In the present issue, we can only refer 
but briefly to the proceedings of the final meeting, but wall 


" Prandtl Sonderheft." The number contains a brief sketch 
of Prandtl's life and work by Professor v* K arm an, of Aachen, 
a list of Fraud tl's written works* an article on the flutter 
of single-spar wings bv Blasius, an account of certain recent 
work at Gottingen bv Ackeret, including certain work on the 
rotor* an article on the rotor ship by Flettner, a brief study of 
the possibilities of applying the rotor to aircraft by Frdll 
of Hannover* in which he arrives at the conclusion that the 
rotor could only usefully be applied to very’ slow aeroplane- 
and several more highly technical articles on aerodynamic 
subjects. The issue of the Z.F.M. is well worth obtaining 
It is published by H Oldenburg, of Munich, 


Brussels-Congo Flight Concluded 

Lieut* ThiBFFRY, the Belgian military airman, who set 1 
out from Brussels on February 12 to fly to Belgian Congo 
in a three-engined Handley Page biplane* has reached his 
destination safely. He arrived at Kinshasa* Stanley Pool, 
on Friday* April 3, having Covered some 5,000 miles in 13 
stages over a period of 51 days. J 

A Special Prandtl issue 

Our German contemporary* Zciischrift fur Flugfechnik 
nnd M ot orluftschiffah rt * has published* ou the occasion of 
Professor Prandtl celebrating his fiftieth birthday, a special 


April 9. 1925 




AWARD OF BRITANNIA TROPHY 

Wing-Commander Goble Entertained at Luncheon 


For the first time in history the presentation, according to 
the award by the Royal Aero Club, of the Britannia Trophy, 
was made the occasion of a celebration, when, on Friday last, 
April 3, Wing-Commander Coble was entertained ai a 
luncheon given by the directors of the Fa i rev Aviation 
Company, at the Savoy Hotel, The Britannia Trophy, 
offered by Air. H. Barber* of " Valkyrie fame, has, as 
announced in Flight last week, been awarded to Wing- 
Commander Goble, of the Koval Australian Air Force, and 
his pilot Flight -Lieut, McIntyre for their flight around 
Australia in a Fairey HID seaplane with Rolls-Royce 
' J Engle '* engine, as the most meritorious performance during 
1924. The previous holder of the Britannia Trophy was, it 
may be remembered, Mr. Alan J. Cobham. 

A very' distinguished company had gathered to celebrate 
the presentation of the Trophy to Wing-Commander Goble, 
Air. C. R. Fairey, AI.B.E.. being in the chair. In proposing 
the toast, '* Our Guest, Wing-Commander Goble, C.B.E., 
D S.O. D.S.C., K.A.A.F.," Mr, Fairey said it was his great 
privilege to express their appreciation of the flight for which 
Goble and McIntyre had been awarded the Britannia Trophy, 
and he was also very pleased to be able to welcome to the 
gathering the members of the International Commission for 
Aerial Navigation. With regard to the flight around 
Australia* Air, Fairey recalled that the machine on which 
the flight was made had been at an Australian air station for 
three years before the flight was undertaken, and that the 
flight, which covered something like 9.000 miles* had occupied 
90 flying hours. The flight, mostly along wild coast lines 
or over vast stretches of sea, had been carried out with very 
little forward organisation, and its successful conclusion 
reflected the greatest credit on the crew. The flight came, 
Mr, Fairey said, at a very opportune moment. He recalled 
the many great flights following the first year or two after 
the War. and paid a warm tribute to the Australian aviators* 
who carried out several of these flights, such as the glorious 
failure ,J of Harry Hawker ( N r wf ou n d land-En gland ) . the 
success of Sir Ross and Sir Keith Smith (London- Australia) , 
and the privately -undertaken flight to Australia of Parer 
and AJacIntosh. Then followed several years during which 
we were outnumbered and outshone as compared with some 
other nations, and our supremacy was lost Wing-Commander 
Goble’s flight did a great deal towards restoring British 
prestige, and. it was now a matter for the general public 
and for the House of Commons to insist that our lost supre- 
macy in the air be regained * One thing could be said without 
fear of contradiction, and that was that British pilots were 
still the finest in the world 

The I hike of Sutherland, in presenting the Britannia Trophy, 
recalled that this had been offered by an early British pioneer, 
Capt. Barber, and had been held by a number of aviators, 
commencing in 1913 with Capt. (as he then was) Longcroft, 
for a flight from Montrose to Plymouth. In 1914 and the 
War years there was no award, Hut in 1919 the Trophy was 
□ warded to Alrock ior his flight across the Atlantic in 1920, 
Hinkler secured it lor his flight from London to Turin non-stop 
in the Avro Baby : in 1921, there was no award* but in 1922 
the Trophy went to Mr. Raynham for his two hours' glide 
at Itford. In 1923, the award went to Air. Cobham, who had 
just completed another great flight* and now it would be 
held by Wing-Commander Goble for one year, 

Tn replying, Wing-Commander Goble said that this was 
the most difficult part of the whole business, hut he proceeded 
to show that in so saying he was far from being correct, for 
his brief speech was delivered with considerable fluency and 
without any apparent signs of nervousness. He paid a warm 
tribute to his pilot, Lieut, McIntyre, without whose skilful 
piloting the flight could not have been brought to a successful 
conclusion Referring to the flight itself* he pointed out 
that in order to cover some of the stretches, it was necessary 
to overload the machine to a verj T considerable extent. This 
necessarily meant that personal belongings had to be reduced 
to a minimum, and all personal outfit was shared by him 
and McIntyre, with the exception of the toothbrushes. 
Success or failure* they were determined each to have his 
own. In spite of the varying climatic conditions, both engine 
and machine behaved perfectly. Not a single wire required 
adjustment* the wood stood up to the temperature changes* 
and the fabric remained taut. It was feared at first that 
with the heavy load carried, the machine would not get off 
the sea at Point Cook, let alone in the tropical districts* but 
actually the machine got away very well, and had very 


nearly as good a performance in the tropics as in the more 
temperate zones. That the Rolls-Royce u Eagle 11 engine 
was none the worse for its arduous test was shown when it 
was stripped for examination after the flight* there being no 
signs of wear, and afterwards it was installed in a machine 
and flew 2,000 miles in a photographic survey nf the Great 
Barrier Keel The manufacturers of the Fairey seaplane and 
of the Rolls-Royce engine had done much to uphold the high 
reputation of the British aircraft industry in Australia. 

Lieut. -Col. J. T, C\ Moore-Brabaz on, M.C.* ALP. , in pro- 
posing the blast 1 The Commonwealth of Australia,' said he 
had always wanted tn go to Australia, but somehow had never 
found the time for such a trip. His knowledge of the 
Dominion was not, therefore, a very intimate one, but it was 
said that lack of knowledge never vet prevented a member of 
Parliament from speaking, and as a mem her of a con- 
servative Government he did not wish to break the tradition. 
He had a great respect for pilots and liked them very much, 
but when he came across one who was inclined to think himself 
a very fine fellow he always reminded him that there was one 
thing which he could not do, but which the common house fly 
did CVery day : landing upside down on the ceiling, Yet 
that was precisely what the Australian pilots were doing every 
day. Turning to a serious subject* he said he was going to 
say something which would not, he hoped, be considered 
impertinent hut, a* Sir Joseph Cook was present, lie felt the 
time had come to speak plainly on a suYijert that was causing 
considerable feeling in this country* and he thought the subject 
was one in which frankness was essential. He referred to the 
lamentable embargo imposed by the Australian Common- 
wealth on t h e exports t i on of ff As hes C ol , Bra ha yon 1 1 len 

sat down amid applause and laughter. 

Sir Joseph Cook, PA , High Commissioner for Australia, 
complained that he harl not been consulted at all, and had 
therefore made no preparation for a reply to the toast just 
given. He was happy tu think that he had been personally 
associated with the initiation of the flight before leaving for 
England, and said there were now two commercial ait sc rv ices 
running in Australia, both of which were doing well and 
neither of which 'be would 11 touch wood fl j hud had a single 
mi simp during their three years of operation* They had, lie 
said, at Australia House a film of the Goble-AIcIntyre flight* 
and if any of the company would like to see it they would be 
welcome In replying to the toast proposed by Lieut. -Col. 
Moore-Brabaron. he recalled that he (Col. Brabazonl was the 
first British aviator to obtain his pilot's certificate, 

Mr, T, O. At, Sop with said Sir Joseph Cook had complained 
that he had not been gi ven notice that he was expected to 
speak. He (Air, Sopwith) was in an even worse position in 
that he had not been asked to speak at all f He thought it 
only right that someone should propose The Chairman. ' 
The Duke of Sutherland had referred to the Chairman's too 
great modesty. He (Mr. Sop with) regarded Mr. Fairey as an 
honoured competitor, and said that the name of Fairey would 
go down in history as a milestone in British aviation* With 
regard to the flight around Australia, the fact that it was 
carried out without forward organisation rendered it all the 
more meritorious* This was the first occasion on which the 
presentation of the trophy had been celebrated in this fashion, 
and he hoped many more would foil on . 

Lieut. -Col, F, Ale Cl can said he was between the devil and 
the deep sea* as he was faced with the alternative of either 
having to make a long speech or else keep an appointment 
with his dentist He had decided to go and " have it out " 
with the dentist* and would therefore confine himself to 
seconding the toast* 

Mr. Fairey said he greatly appreciated the kind things said 
about him and his firm, and he would feel verv gratified if it 
was considered that he had contributed in some small measure 
to the progress of British aviation. 

A highly successful and enjoyable luncheon party then 
came to an end, and many of the guests took the opportunity 
of going to Australia House, where was shown a film of 
Goble's flight (or* at any rate, certain minute portions of it), 
followed by a film of the test match. Something like 200 
guests were present at the luncheon, and it would be mani- 
festly impossible for us to give their names. Among them 
were Air Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Salmond, Air Vice- Marshal 
Sir Sefton Brancker* a number of foreign air attaches* 
members of the International Commission for Aerial Naviga- 
tion. many representatives of the Air Ministry, and personal 
friends of the directors of the Fairey Aviation Company. 
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ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY 


(Official Notices) 


The 60th Annual General Meeting of the Royal Aeronautical 
Society was held at the Society's offices at 7 , Albemarle 
Street on March 31. 

In moving the adoption of the Council's report and the 
accounts, which showed a deficit for the year of £358 16 s* Hi d. H 
the Chairman. (Lieut.-CoL H T. Tizard) said that the Society 
had been passing through difficult times since the war which 
had culminated in the resignation of the Secretary. Lieut. -Cub 
W. Lockwood Marsh. The Council felt that the loss of a 
permanent Secretary was a serious matter but. after careful 
consideration of the possibilities of increasing the Society's 
income or decreasing its expenditure in other directions, had 
come to the conclusion that they had no other course but to 
accept the Secretary's resignation. The only possible way 
for the Society to pay its way was to lower the cost of adminis- 
tration and, much though they would feel the loss of CoL 
Lockwood Marsh, whose services to the Society and to 
aeronautics generally were well known, they must simply do 
the best they could with an Honorary Secretary, till better 
limes came* What the Society really needed to put it into a 
stable position was an endowment fund of, say, not less than 
££0,000. He mentioned this in the hope that the appeal 
might not fall altogether on deaf ears. In regard to honorary 
officials he would like to record their great appreciation of the 
services of the Editor, Mr. J. L. Pritchard, who had been 
looking after the Journal for live difficult years, and had 
consistently declined to accept any honorarium for his 
services. In conclusion he referred to another matter of 
g e n era! i m por tan ce . N e gotiatiu ns had been goi n g on f or so m e 


time with a view to the amalgamation of the Institution of 
Aeronautical Engineers with the Society, and he was hopeful 
that a satisfactory solution would be found. If the Councils 
of the two bodies agreed on a scheme it would be necessary 
for the agreement to be ratified at a special general meeting 
of the Society. 

The adoption of the Council's Report was then formally 
moved and carried. On the motion of Wing-Commander 
T. R. Gave- Brow ne - Cave , seconded by Sir Henry White- 
Smith a resolution was adopted placing on permanent record 
the Society's great indebtedness to its retiring Secretary. 
Ucut.-CoL Lockwood Marsh, for his conduct of the Society \ 
business during five exceptionally difficult yours. 

The following members were declared duly elected to the 
Council : — 

Major-General Sir \Y_ Sefton Brancker, K.C IL, A.F.C,; 
Mr. Griffith Brewer; \Y mg * Commander T. Ii. Cave- 
Browne-Cave, C.B.E., FYK.Ac.S. ; Sir Mackenzie 1). Chalmers, 
K.C.B.. CSX : Mr. C. K. Fairey, C.B.E., I’.R.Ae.S. ; Prof. 
C. F. Jenkin, C.B.E., F. R * Ac , S . ; Maj or A H. Low, F.R.Ac.?* ; 
Major R. H. Mayo, Q.R.E., F.K.Ae.S, : Mr, \V, O. Manning, 
A.F.R.Ae.S* ; Mr. J. I). North, F.R.Ae.S. ; Licnt.-CoL 
M* O'Gorman, C.B., l>.Sc. p F.R.Ae.S, ; Colonel the Master of 
Sempili, A.F.C , A.F.R.Ae.S. ; Sir Napier Shaw, F.R.S.* P.Sg.. 
F.R.Ac.S, ; Sir Henry White-Smith, C.B.E., Mr. T. O. M 
Sopwith. CR.IL, A.F.R.Ae.S, ; Mr.C.W Tffisnn, A.F.R.Ae.S. ; 
Mr. H, T. Vane ; Major IL E. YMinpeHs, O.B.E., F.R. Ar S ; 
Mr. R. McKinnon Wood, A,M.Inst*C*E.. F.R.Ae.S. 

W* Lockwood Marsh, Secretary 


<s> 
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To be Married 

The engagement is announced between Flying Officer 
Patrick John Bett, K.A.F., late tlic Gordon Highlanders, 
eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. David Gordon Belt, o£ Basket on . 
Wood bridge, Suffolk, and Ellen Geraldine, only daughter 
iff Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Towgood, of Farm Hall. God man- 
cluster, Huntingdon, 

The engagement is announced between Capt. H. A. 
CourteKaY, I),F,C., R.A.S.C., youngest son of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Charles Courtenay, of Parks tone, Dorsetshire, and 
Brace Mary, youngest daughter of Mr, R* P. Barrow, late 
T.C.S. of Rovey Traccv, Devonshire. The marriage will take 
place shortly at Bangalore (India). 

The engagement is announced between Flight Lieut. 
William. Alec Coryton, M.V.G., D.F.C., R.A.F., youngest 


son of the late William Cory ton, D.L., j,P,, of Pentillie 
Castle, East Cornwall, and of Mrs. Cory ton, Fursedown, 
Plympton, and Philippa Dorothea, elder daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs, Daniel H anbury, of Castle Mai wood, Lyrtd- 
huxst, Hampshire, and Alassio, Italy. 

The engagement is announced between Gwilym H. Lewis, 
D.F.C, {late R.F.C.), of 1a, Lower Grosvenor Place, S.WJ, 
son of Mr* and Mrs. Hugh Lewis, of St* David's, Noctorum, 
Birkenhead, and Christian, second daughter of Mr. and Mrs, 
H. W. Robertson, of Fintry, Brook, Surrey. 

Item 

The Air Attache to the Italian Embassy notifies his change 
of address as from March 14, from 7, Norfolk Street, Strand, 
\\\C. h to 28. Norfolk Street, Park Lane, W.L The telephone 
number is Mayfair 3741. 




<$> < 5 > 



A New Fairey 3D : Produced originally as a seaplane, in which form it was used by Wing-Commander Gnble for 
his round- Australia flight, the Fairey 3D is also used as a land machine, in vchich guise it is shown in our 
photograph. A special Fairey oleo undercarriage is fitted. The engine is a Napier “ Lion.” 
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SOCIETY OF MODEL AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERS 


The following is a list of forthcoming competitions : — 

The Weston Challenge Cup, Sudbury, May 16. 

Model Engineer Challenge Cup No. 1 P Sudbury, May 16. 

K. & M.A.A., Challenge Cup, Wimbledon Common, June 6, 

Felix Kelly Challenge Cup. Wimbledon, June fv 

Model Engineer Challenge Cup No. 2, Sudbury, June 2n. 

D. H* Pilcher Challenge Cup, Sudbury. June 26. 

The Sir John Shelley Challenge Cup. Wimbledon, July 4. 

The Carnage Challenge Cup, Wimbledon, July 4 

The Lady Shelley Challenge Cup, Sudbury, July 18. 

And General Records, Sudbury, July IS. 

The Flight Challenge Cup. Sudbury. September 5. 

And General Records, Sudbury. September 5. 

The rules for the <h Flight Challenge Cup," the '* Lady 
Shelley Challenge Cup,” and the " Model Engineer Challenge 
Cup No, 2 are as follows : — 

Research Competitions , 1925 
Ruks for " Flight *' Cup. 

1 . The model to consist of a wing only ; that is to say, a 
full-shed machine of similar design would contain its engines, 
passengers, and cargo inside the wing. If rubber is used for 
motive power it must be enclosed in the wing. In all other 
respects the design of the model is left to the ingenuity and 
individual fancy of the competitor. 

2. The model shall not weigh less than 6 ozs. 

3. The best of three flights to count, and points to be 
awarded on the formula : Duration in secs, multiplied by the 
square root of loading in ounces per square foot. Additional 
points may be added for stability during the three flights, 
the maximum number of such added points to be 20. 

4. The competition to be open to alb Entrance fee for 
non-members 2s . 

Prises 1st winner to hold ,H Flight ” Cup until the next 
competition for the same Cup, and be awarded a silver -gilt 
medal and £2 2s. i)d . 2nd prize : Silver medal and £1 Is. f )d. 
3rd prize : Bronze medal and KU. 6rf, 

Rules for the Lady Shelley Cup . 

L The model shall be of the tL Dunn ” type, with tractor 
screw, the use of a fu silage or spar to be optional, likewise a 

H E 

Fleet Air Arm Appointments 

The Admiralty announces the following appointments : — 
Lieuts. (Flying Officers, R.A.F.). — H. Ditton, II. K. Hancox, 
j. Y. Mills, and C, B. Tidd, to Eagle, and for Pilot duties in 
No. 462 Flight. April 4. 

Airc raft- Carrier Changes 

Orders have been issued that the aircraft-carrier 

Pegasus," Commander H. C. Rawlings, D.S.O., which has 
just returned to England from special service at Singapore, is 
to be reduced to reserve at Devonport. The crew will be 
given foreign service leave in two watches while the ship is 
being prepared for reserve, reduction to that status taking 
place as soon as possible after the leave. It has also been 
approved for the M Henries, " Captain the Hon. Arthur 
Stupford, C M C,, to proceed to Portsmouth next month to 
pay oft and recommission, instead of to Chatham, as at first 
arranged. The new crew will travel by rail from Chatham 
to Portsmouth. The old crew of the " Hermes " will be 
transferred to Portsmouth Depot before foreign service leave 
is given. 

Fokker a M ember of Royal Dutch Institute of 

Engineers 

At a meeting of the Royal Dutch Institute of Engineers 
at Amsterdam on March 17, Mr Fokker was presented with 
the honorary membership of the Institute. During the 
meeting Mr. Fokker delivered a lecture oo the development of 
the aeroplane, especially commercial machines, and at the 
conclusion of his lecture he invited some 300 members to the 
aerodrome at Schiphol, where they saw various Fokker 
machines in flight and under construction, some members 
being taken up for flights. 

£100,000 Air Contract 

In connection with the contract for /1 00,000 for the 
construction of ten steel sheds secured by Messrs. V\ right, 
Anderson and Co., Ltd., of Gateshead, the Air Ministry 
makes the following announcement : — A contract has been 
awarded to the firm in question for the. provision and erec- 
tion of ten steel sheds for housing aeroplanes. They are 
required in connection with the Home Defence expansion 
scheme, and will be placed at certain aerodromes as required 
by the Air Ministry, The contract is limited to the work 
on the sheds, and docs not include work on the landing 


tail or fins. The angle on the wings in plan form to be between 
90 deg, and 1 40 deg. 

2. The best of three flights to count, and points to be 
awarded on the formula; Duration in secs, multiplied by the 
square root of loading in ounces per square foot. 

3, The competition to be open to all. Entrance fee for 
non -members 2s. 6rf. 

1st prize : Winner to hold Cup until the next competition 
for the same Cup, and to be awarded a silver medal with 
10s, cash for expenses. 2nd prize : Bronze medal and 5s, 
cash. 3rd prize : Diploma and 2s, 6d. cash, 

N.B. — Diplomas are presented at next Annual General 
Meeting. 

Rules for Model Engineer Cup No . 2, 

1 Models must be fusilage gliders designed similar to 
possible full-sized aeroplanes. 

2. Models should have a loading of exactly 4 ozs. per square 
foot of supporting surface. Any slight deviation in the loading 
figure will only be permitted at the discretion of the judges. 

3. There will be no limit to weight or size of model, 

4. The models must first, be glided by hand, the judges so 
decide whether the models are in correct living trim, a sine 
qua non. 

5. Any purely automatic self-righting device may be 
employed which, in the opinion of the judges, will he applicable 
to full-sized machines. Any such device to be in operation 
during the trial glide, 

6. The models in the actual test will be released in a 
horizontal position from the Society's aerial (22 ft, high). 
The winning model to be the one which, in the opinion of the 
judges, recover flying equilibrium in the least vertical distance 
without stalling afterwards. 

Frizes : 1st winner of the Model Engineer No. 2 Cup until 
the next competition for the same cup, and to be awarded a 
silver medal and 10s. cash. 2nd prize: Bronze medal and 5 
cash. 3rd. prize : Diploma and fi d, cash. 

The above competition to be open to members of the 

S.M.A.E. and of affiliated clubs, 

A. E, Jones, Hon. Secretary 

H 0 

ground, or on the housing and messing accommodation for 
officers and men* or on the workshops at any of the aero- 
dromes. 

Co-ordinating Technical Committee on Airships 

The Air Ministry announces that a special sub -committee 
of the Aeronautical Research Committee has been appointed 
to act as a co-ordinating technical body on airships. 

The Committee will keep in touch with developments in 
design and with the research and experimental work initiated 
both by the Airship Guarantee Company and the Royal 
Airship Works, and consider and report to the Air Council 
on any design, research and experimental questions that may 
be referred to them, ’whether arising at the Royal Airship 
Works or in connection with the Airship Guarantees Com 
pany's contract. 

The composition of the Committee will be 

Prof, L. Bairstow. C.B.E., F.R.S.. Zaharoff Professor of 

Aeronautics in the University of London. 

Mr, R, V, Southwell, Superintendent of the Aerodynamics 

Department of the National Physical Laboratory. 

Mr. H. T\ Tizaid. A.F.C., Principal Assistant Secretary* 

Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 

Aerial Photography and Survey 

The Aircraft Operating Co, which has accomplished a 
considerable amount of good work in connection with aerial 
survey, has absorbed Aero films, Ltd., which, also, has dune 
much in the way of aerial photography. The most important 
work that the subsidiary company of Aerofilms has in hand 
at the moment is an air survey of London, and this will be 
begun as soon as the weather conditions become suitable. 
Mr F. I*. Wills, the managing director of Aerofilms, will 
continue to act in that capacity on the air photographic 
side* and the offices and works of his old company will be 
moved to the first headquarters of the Aircraft Manufacturing 
Company at Hendon* now to be known as Aerial House* 
Ed gw are Road, The Hyde. Hendon. The registered offices 
of the Aircraft Operating Co. remain at Kingsway. 

To the Pole by Airship? 

Grettir Algarsson, of Vancouver, according to the 
Daily Express, will use an airship — now being built by 
Messrs. C. G Spencer and Sons of Highbury — in his attempt 
to fly to the North Pole next month 
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THE ROYAL 



AIK FORCE 



Lamiun fjjtzdtc, March 3G J W£$ 

Air CuiiimoUorv A. M, Luuf&iwrv. Y.Ji., JJ T S*0., F ajjpul. Dlni Un m Ivnuip 
nmil, Air Mhiklrv ; April 1 (vkc Air Cotimuxlorc E>. Li.- G. Fildicr, C.M.fL 
C.K1L, D*5,Od* 

GcwiW />«[«* //ra^A 

E Ijjjill LiiTlJli I 1, Ki'irckiu, A.F.tA, t.ikrs rank amt prt'tMkm u- q 
rippoiAtmvia as 1- ii^Ut Lu-ut. bore date Uu. i. his uauu* ajquariitK mi th<* 
^mclatjon lisi imnuirtiatdy txfiow that of ldight Lkiul* A. P. Dusiusun (reilvjrtiou 
to la kr diet:! [rum Alar, 28)* 


Stores ii ranch 

Jd^'ing UU, r. Uultey- JAatt is jijaeyd qii Uu- rrtiTvd list ; April l . 
liexervc of Air lor tc Of fit its 

The iolluwiti^ are rouhnm tl m rank: /■’/ vi«c Officers* |. A. SImw ; 

Mar, L O* M, Baldwin, ILIAC.; Alar. 7. J, C. C.uitriU ; Mur, II. Pilot 
Officers, — T, l>. Haro Win ; Mar. 18, I J 1 . Cluo-v ; Mar. ’23. I W. Bowler; 
Mar. 23. 

The PtlUwji)^ plymg utc tran^ii m d Irom i ta^s A to CkiM* A 

(Mar. 31) J*L. A. Ho a re, L* S. Fuuurlt, I'llm Dii. G, U, Wuud -■• Ir.tU'ifcrnd 
[ruin Class A iu Class C ; Alar. 31. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE 


Appointments. — The 1 olio wing appointments in the Royal Air Force arc 
notified ;■ — 

ficn'eful Dude* li ranch 

(rFotip (upturn t U Cmirtmy, l.li.l.., D.S.O., iu R.A.F. S.taff Coll., 
Andover, lop duty Iuf. true tor, 22.4,25. 

I ring CuMiiiuiideTx . C H 1C FdiuomL, D.S.U., U,i**L,. to Anromicttl a ml 
Gunnery Sch. t liastchuffch. pending taking over toiuinanil. -3.5.25. T. \\ 
Mult . iky Morgan, Al.C. r to R.A.F. Depot,, pending rojmnniceinnit oj heM 
r nurse at Senior Oftuers* Srh, t Sheertuss, 14 4.25. J. H, A. London, P.S.O.. 
U. B.tA, to Station Coinniaudant, Iraq, fur Air Staff dutji^,, 9,3.23, 

St/uadron Leaders : 17.. A. Bcaulali, to R.A.F Depot on trailer to Home 
F stall.. 24.2,25 A. t. Mauud, CJLF,, D.S.O,, to Air Ministry, 14 4.25. 
K. Collinshaw, D.S.O,. O.B.E., D.S.C., 1),F,{ , to No 34 f roup H.O., Kcnlev, 
1 4,4.25. F. H. M. Mavnard, A.F.C., to il,(J. Inland Area, 14 4 25 T I Ik 
Hi we* A.F.C. to R.A.F. Base, tiosporl, S 4.4/25 F. M Pollard, tu K.A.V 
Dtqxit, 1 4.4 .25. G. C. Pirit\ M.C, 0.F.C., to Air Ministry, 27,4 .25. T. VV 
l.ktlon, tu R.A.F. Depot, on transfer to Home Fatal ... 14.4.25 
Flight Lieutenants ■ H. V, Ruwlpv, to No 47 Sqdn,, Egypt* 17.1*25, 
I. 1\ Cderoan, AJ .C., to R.A.F. Depot, 14 4.25, I AY It, Grigson, D.S.O., 
D I ,L. S P. F. FullarrC D.S.O., M.C., A.FA ., and L. J S, Dearlove, to K A .1 


Dei Hd, 14.4.25. J. II. Green, to No 24 S<| <Ii!„ Kenlcv, I t 1 ,25, L,N, 
Hrdtinghursi, 14.F.VA, to H.y,, in land Ann, 5 1.4 25. t. } Irunm, Alt r 
to No, ^4 Sqdii*, Iraq. 13,3.25. J 1 I. Jfmes. D.S.O., M l., D,1 .( M.M . 
to Airi.raft Depot, Iraq S4 d/25 A N Heitge, to R.A.F* DejHd, 31.3.25. 

S. C. Harkcr, tu l „ and M. Party. Lit- r,f Grain, 28.3,25 

Fly nig 0 fuers j M. VVyer. M.DJ.. U,S.M., to No, 47 Sqdu., Egypt. 
311.1,25, G. S* White, to No. ^ Sqdn . Mansion. 8.4.25, H, W, Parker, i*> 
R.A I DeyxJt, r>n transfer fo Home Hstab,, 3 472.25 D, S. Brcsukes, to No. 4 
Sqdn., S. Farnboronch, l»i.4,2rf. C, H. Cahill, in Nu. 7ti Sqdn,. Irai;,, 231,12,24. 
R. K. M. Milne, to Aircraft Di -put. India, 27.3,25 J r W . Mih hell. to K.AJ'. 
Depot, im transfer to Home V,stals. r 15.4.25, D. VY [■ Honiiaiu Carter, Lw 
No. 14 Sqdn., Palestine, 13.3.25 

Pitot Officer V A, C* Koss, to Ni«. 58 Sqdn., Worthy Down, 1.4.25. 

Sferf,; prumic 

Flying Officer H. J. Bajubn, tu K,.\.F, Depot [Noioi ffei tiw Poop, ini 
transfer to Hume Estate, 2 472,25* 

. | ccmintan l Pram i: 

I tight, Lieutenant L L, \Yinm T to l.ngiiu Repair Depot, Egypt, 2P.I.25. 
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NAPIER STAFF DINNER 


The firm of D Napier anti Son. Ltd., the famous aero engine 
and mn tor-car const roc tors, held their staff dinner at the 
rriieritm Restaurant on Saturday , March 28, with Mr, H. T. 
Vane, the managing director, in the chair, sup- 

ported by Sit Harry Brittain, M.P, Mr George Pate, and 
Mr. Henry Cooke, A telegram was read from Mr. Montague 
S. Napier, the chairman of the company, regretting his 
inability to be present, owing to his absence abroad, hut 
thanking the staff for their hard work and wishing them an 
enjoyable evening. 

Mr, Hutchinson, the Progress Manager, in proposing the 
Napier Company, briefly outlined the history of the firm, 
going back as it does to the year 1808, drawing his hearers' 
attention to the fact that hi all they undertook they had 
excelled until now with their famous aero engines they were 
still excelling in their business* 

Sir Harry Brittain replied on behalf of the board, thank- 
ing the staff for the admirable way in which they had worked 
and the loyalty and skill they had displayed. 

Mr. Pate, the chief engineer of the company, and also a 


director, delved into the future, and whilst with true Scottish 
caution he did not attempt to a isualise what the aero engine 
of the future would be, he was confident of the fact that the 
Napier Co., a> now, would always be ahead developing and 
progressing, provided they kept to their present lines of 
honesty of purpose, perseverance and hard work* 

Mr, Alien, the works manager, proposed the health of Mr. 
Vane, referring briefly to how much the success of the firm 
rested on his able conduct of its affairs, the toast being 
received enthusiastically with musical honours* 

Mr. Vane replied, saying how much he appreciated what 
had been said* stating that by a happy coincidence the 
dinner was taking place on the day that the result of the last 
year's work was published, which showed that the firm has 
just completed the best year that he had known. He thanked 
the staff for their loyal co-operation and hard work, which hud 
enabled them to successfully surmount the difficulties experi- 
enced a few years ago, and finished up with an optimistic 
note as to the future vl the Napier Co. and the aircraft 
industry-. 
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Photograph taken : 

on the occasion of t 

the Staff Dinner ; 

held by D. Napier ; 

and Son* Ltd** on ; 

March 28 . t 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible far opinions 
expressed by correspondents , The names and addresses of the 
writers, not necessarily for publication t must in all cases 
accompany letters intended for insertion in these columns . 

FLYING MODELS AND RESEARCH 
[2095] Apropos of your leading article in the issue of Flight 
of March 12 on the subject of safety in flying, it is opportune 
to remind you of the %vork being carried on by the Research 
Committee of this Society. On January* 8 last you kindly 
published a report of a competition for model gliders which 
when dropped vertically would right themselves quickly and 
automatically and then "glide to earth. This was very success- 
fully accomplished by a modified Dunne-type machine. This 
model, when deliberately stalled, dips its nose and glides, 
nut falls, to earth. The members who witnessed the per- 
formance were greatly impressed by it, and the committee 
has organised for the coming season a competition for this 
particular design of model in actual flight. A certain amount 
of aerodynamical efficiency is sacrificed for safety, which at 
the moment is more important. 

On this score we do not anticipate this design being accept- 
able to experts, but will not perturb those who are making 
and testing these model aeroplanes. 

When the necessary flying trials of this model have been 
successfully carried out, we hope to arrange a demonstration 
to show its capabilities and to obtain advice as to whether it 
will be practicable in full-sized practice. 

Members of the above committee are open to cany' out 
similar experiments on aeroplanes in free flight by means of 
flying models, and would welcome suggestions from aeroplane 
designers or manufacturers as to what might be tested in the 
interests of safer flying. 

The rules for three proposed research competitions for 
model aeroplanes during the coming summer are enclosed 
(see p. 218), and it is hoped these will interest you, especially 
the one for the Flight Cup, W. E. Evans, 

Hon. See. Research Committee 

L.S.D. AND FLYING 

'20941 With reference to your correspondent's remarks 
under above heading. 

There seems to be some misunderstanding with regard to 
the so-called " finding " of the right young men for sporting 
Hying. .... 

The first essential is to find men with the sporting spirit 
for it, who would be prepared to give their support first, if 
only in a small way, and afterwards think about the possi- 
bility or otherwise of owning a machine of their own. 

The Light 'Plane Clubs will afford a splendid opportunity 
m this respect, rven for those with only a very modest bank 
balance, and it remains to be seen what measure of support 
they are going to get from the enthusiastic ones* 

J. H. Franks 


SUPERCHARGING 

[2095] I have been very much interested in the letter 
from Mr. W. F. Gray with regard to supercharging, in your 
issue of March 19, 

I am the more interested, as I am the owner of the master 
patents in Great Britain, No, 21614/14, and its Patent of 
Addition No. 106539, for supercharging, not only for aero- 
planes, but also for motor vehicles. 

I have been carefully watching, so far as was possible, to 
obtain information of what was being done in the works at 
Famborough with regard to the question of supercharging 
the engines of aeroplanes during the War, and 1 believe that 
1 know generally what was done. 

1 think that it has now been shown that the Rateau method 
is too complicated and adds too much weight to an aeroplane 
for this system to survive* 

Eventual I v there can be no doubt all touring cars and 
probably all racing cars will be fitted with superchargers, 
and equally there is no doubt that superchargers will be 
fitted to aeroplane engines, particularly to enable them to 
overcome the difficulty of the decrease of atmospheric pressure 
with altitude. 

For supercharging aeroplanes, the centrifugal fan or 
blower must be driven by the engine and at a higher rate of 
speed than the engine in order to ensure continuance of the 
starting level power at higher altitudes, and especially will 
this apply presently to aeroplanes for commercial flying. 
There should also be a controlled variation of speed of the 
supercharger to enable the pilot to control the speed of the 
engine and aeroplane as required when starting, manoeuvring 
and landing. 

j. D. Routs 


IN PARLIAMENT 

Civil Aerodromes 

, Lfa&vi,- C olonel Hkneaue, on March 25, asked the Secretary of SUtn for 
Air if he wiU consider Ihe establishing of farther municipal or civil Undine 
places for aircraft to encourage civil aviation ? 

I he l nde.r Secretary of SUtc for Air (Major Sir Philip Sassoou) : it h 
not desirable, for financial and other reasons, Lo provide Government civil 
HteruuroiiieE iff advance of the lived lor them, bul the attention of local 
authorities fasts been drawn to the desirability of making provision for aero- 
dromes, particularly in connection with town planning schemes. 

Royal Air Force and Attaches 

Lnn/T* -C olonel Hekeage asked the Secretary of State for Air if lie will 
arrange for British Air Attaches to viiit our aircraft manufacturers before 
they take up their posts ? 

Sir P. SaisOOn ; Arrangements are always made to ensure that officers 
appointed as air a ttaches arc con versa at w ith the various types of both 
Service and civil aircraft. Visits to aircraft factories arc arranged when 
considered necessary. 

Foreign Pilots and Training with the R.A.F, 

“Colonel Henjeage asked the Secretary of State for Air what 
lacilitlt'.s are offered to foreign pilots to train with our Air Force with h 
view of encouraging the purchase of British aircraft manufactures V 

Sir P. Sassoon * I be resources of the Air Force are available for the train- 
ing of foreign officers as far as Service requirements permit* and it m the 
policy of the Air Ministry to encourage the attachment of such officers in 
suitable cases. 

Lieut. -Colonel H encage : Is the hon. and gallant gentleman aware that in 
countries where they encourage foreign pilots to come a great deal of trade 
results 7 

Sir P. Sassoon : Yes, and that is one of the reasons why wc encourage 
foreign pilots to come whenever they can. 

* m m m 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

Technical Notes of the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics : No. 209. — Tests of Rotating Cylinders, By 
£. G. Reid. December, 1924, No. 210.— The Testing of 
Aviation Engines under Approximate Altitude Conditions, 
By R. N. DuBois. December, 1924. A r o. 21 1 .—Aircraft 
Engine Design. By E, E, Wilson. January, 1925* A r o. 212, 
— Simplified Propeller Design for Low-Powered Airplanes, 
By F. R. Weick, January, 1925. U.S, National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics, Navy Building, Washington, 
D.C., U.S.A, 

Resume of Commercial and T echnical Information . February, 
1925. Series 3* No* 31. Air Ministry, Adastral House, 
Kings way. W.C.2. 

m m m m 

NEW COMPANY REGISTERED 

FALMEK AUTOMOBILES, LTD*, f>22 T London Roarf T Wgttdiff-uti 
Scii, Essex. ^Capital £1,00*1, in £i shares. Makers and repairers ol and dealers 
iri aeroplanes, biplanes, water planes and planes of similar construction, etc. 
Permanent director?, ; I T* Palmer (managing director) and W* J. Pencil 

m m m m 

AERONAUTICAL PATENT SPECIFICATIONS 

Abbreviations z Cyl, ** cylinder j i.c. » intern. il combustion \ m, — motor 
The numbers, in brackets, are those under which the Specifica lions will 
be printed and abridged, etc. 

APPLIED FOR IN 1923 
Published April 9 r 1925 

30,858 . H * . Le itkeh. Screw propel lers . [230, 532 * J 

APPLIED FOR IN 1924 

Published April 2, 1925 

57L fl* J. Poll Ait o and Bjustol Aeropla*ne Co., Liu. .Li^hLuieUl 
spars or beams, 1230,213.) 

2,089. H. Junkeks. Flying machines. (210*790.) 

Published April 9, 1925 

5,370. Dohmek MEiALLBAurEM Ges, and C. DonslKK, Driving of living 
machines. (212,547.) 

28*1199. J, Gallane. Trucks for use in mance iivring aircraft. 1230,757.) 

APPLIED FOR IN 1925 

Published March 26, 1925 

3,99£, VicKERi, L-rtu, and F. W. Scarfp. Gun mountings fur use tin 
aircraft- (229,992.) 
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The Aircraft Engineer and Airships 

36, GREAT QUEEN STREET, KLNGSWAY* W*C. 2* 
Telegiaphic address : Truditnr, Westcent, London, 
Telephone ; Gerrard 1828. 


subscription rates 

“ Flight " mil be forwarded , post free, at the following rates t — 


United Kingdom 

s. d. 

3 Months, Post Free. . 7 7 

8 u t » **15 2 
12 30 4 


Abroad* 

£- d. 

3 Months, Post Free. . 8 3 

6 -16 6 

12 „ „ *.33 0 


* European subscriptions must be remitted m British currency 
Cheques and Post Office Orders should be made payable to the 
Proprietors of " Flight," 36, Great Queen Street, Kings way, 
W-C. 2, and crossed London County and Westminster Bank , 
otherwise no responsibility will be accepted. 
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